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Coffee	Time	interview	–	TV16HD	
	
Bevill	State	reveals	new	volleyball	coach	–	Times	Record	
	
Volleyball	returns	to	BSCC	–	Corridor	Messenger	
	
Bevill	State	begins	new	theater	program	–	Journal	Record	
	
Opening	act	for	theater	program	–	Journal	Record	
	
Bevill	State	hires	coach	for	women’s	volleyball	–	West	Alabama	Gazette	
	
Loreanna	McKinney	is	crowned	new	Miss	Hamilton	–	Journal	Record	
	
Bevill	State	hosts	career	fair,	reality	check	–	Journal	Record	
	
Fayette	Chamber:	After	Hours	–	Times	Record	
	
‘Messiah’	performance	set	for	Monday	–	Daily	Mountain	Eagle	
	
	
	

 
The BSCC News Digest is a sampling of news articles and information regarding Bevill State Community 
College that appears in local media.  If there is and article that you see that is not listed, please send to 

Andrew Brasfield at andrew.brasfield@bscc.edu 	
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http://www.twitter.com/BevillState
http://www.facebook.com/BevillStateCC








PASTIME THEATER’S 2017 CONCERT SERIES

Larry Gatlin will
be featured at
Valentine concert

n SteelDrivers, 7 Bridges Band
also coming to Pastime Theater

By TRACY ESTES
News Editor

WINFIELD - Names of the acts for
the annual concert series at the historic
Pastime Theater in Winfield will include
one of the more recognizable names in
country music and a 2016 Grammy
Award winner.

The remainder of the four-part series
will represent acts from various musical
genres, including a crowd favorite being
invited back to the local theater.

Coming to the historic stage on Satur-
day, Feb. 11, will be Larry Gatlin, a mu-
sician and songwriter who has been a
staple in the industry for more than four
decades.

His talents have been the focal point
on stages ranging from the Grand Ole Opry to Broadway in New York
City.

Gatlin has scored 33 Top 40 hits, including “Broken Lady,’’ “All the
Gold in California,’’ “Houston (Means That I’m One Day Closer to You)’’
and many more.

This performance will serve as the annual concert series’ Valentine
show, meaning dinner will be served prior to the show at the adjacent
Pastime Civic Center.

But before Gatlin comes to town, the series will open with the
SteelDrivers on Saturday, Jan. 14.

The following for this very popular group continues to grow as string-
band music has a timeless attraction. This is a musical form SteelDrivers
has managed to capture perfectly, according to Pastime Theater Board
Chairman Mary Hyche.

“Their own brand of bluegrass is intense, dark, poetic and inescapably
human,’’ said Hyche in describing the band and its musical interpreta-
tion.

By HEIDI BALMER
Staff Writer, and

ED HOWELL
Assistant News Editor

HAMILTON - For a new
theater instructor who loves
drama, Japonica Brown can
generate many laughs in a con-
versation.

Bevill State Community
College-Hamilton’s new direc-
tor of theater arts is full of en-
ergy, fun and purpose about the
theater. It came out almost in an
improvisation while talking
about how she loves drama

over comedies and musicals.
“I’m so strong in that. I love

it. I don’t know why. I’m just
instinctive. I’m drawn to the
dramatic pieces. Light, fluffy
pieces are cool, but I would
even make that a drama,” she
said with a laugh. “I would find
the three-dimensionality of
‘Seseme Street.’ What is your
motivation, Elmo?”

When a reporter mentions
Oscar the Grouch, she pretends
to do more analyzing for

BEVILL STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Bevill State begins new theater program
n Enthusiastic instructor plans to slowly grow, have productions

By TRACY ESTES
News Editor

ATMORE - Alabama death row
inmate Tommy Arthur has escaped
death for the seventh time, with four
of those seven evasions coming ei-
ther the day prior or the day of his
scheduled execution.

His most recent slip from execu-
tion came less than an hour before he
was to die by lethal injection at the
Holman Correctional Facility in At-
more on Thursday, Nov. 3.

With witnesses being preparing
for transport to the death row cham-
ber where Arthur was to take his
final breath, the news came to the
media center at the prison that the
U.S. Supreme Court had ordered a

temporary delay--not a stay.
His death sentence was to be car-

ried out at 6 p.m., with news arriving
at the media center just minutes after
5. With media members scurrying to
their laptops to carry the message
across the state, the new wait began.

Less than six hours later, the
media was informed by state Depart-
ment of Corrections Public Informa-
tion Officer Bob Horton, “There will
be no execution tonight,’’ in refer-
ence to the 74-year-old prisoner.

The execution was stayed by the
nation’s highest court at 10:55 p.m.
on Thursday. With the news from the
court sent to Alabama Attorney Gen-
eral Luther Strange, the ruling was
forwarded to the prison with the
media informed within a matter of

minutes.
This most recent stay will remain

in place until the high court decides
whether or not it will agree with the
appeal. If no such action is taken, the
state will begin anew the task of set-
ting a new execution date for Arthur.

Four justices agreed with the
state, with Chief Justice John
Roberts noting he was not in favor
of the stay, but voted with the major-
ity as a courtesy.

Justices Clarence Thomas and
Samuel Alito have each noted their
disagreement with the ruling.

Strange was vocal in his dis-
agreement with the ruling.

“With all due respect to the

SCHOOL VETERANS DAY PROGRAMS
High schools,
Bevill State to
honor veterans

HAMILTON - Veterans will  be honored through-
out Marion County during Veterans Day programs at area
high schools and Bevill State Community College-Hamilton.

All area veterans have been cordially invited to attend the
Veterans Day program at local high schools and at Bevill
State.

The official Veterans Day holiday this year falls on Friday,
Nov. 11.

ALL school programs have been scheduled for Thursday,
Nov. 10,  with specific times and locations as follows:

n Death row inmate Tommy Arthur 
escapes death . . . again

MICHAEL E. PALMER/STAFF

Final destination never reached

Death row inmate Tommy Arthur was scheduled to die by
lethal injection on Thursday, Nov. 3, but the convicted mur-
derer managed to escape his date with death by lethal injec-
tion due to a stay issued by the U.S. Supreme Court. Shown
here is the portion of Holman Correctional Facility known sim-
ply as Death Row. The chamber in which Arthur may still be
put to death is located inside.
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Drug bust nets
seven arrests
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down to about
10 states
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Once again 
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on page 5A.

PASTIME THEATER
New digital sound

system to be installed
- See page 4B.

Larry Gatlin

See GATLIN on page 11A. See VETERANS on page 6A.

See SPARE on page 11A.
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Directing the actors
Japonica Brown
(far left), Bevill
State Community
College-Hamil-
ton’s new direc-
tor of theater
arts, prepares
Lily Hayley of
Hoover and Dal-
las Nichols of
Hamilton for a
scene during re-
hearsal at the
Bevill Center. 

High schools,
Bevill State to
honor veterans

See THEATER on page 8A.

With minutes
to spare . . . Convicted murderer Tommy

Arthur was spared from his
scheduled date with death
for the seventh time on
Thursday, Nov. 3.

http://www.statebank.net
http://www.myjrpaper.com


Auto Body & Frame  
Repair, Painting  
and Glass 
Replacement

Stuart’s Auto
Body & Glass

30806 US Hwy. 43
Hackleburg, AL • 935-3535

Owner: Stuart Taylor

We are automotive body shop
specialists. We will restore your

vehicle’s appearance and provide the
quality of excellence you deserve!
Collision/Frame Repair • 2 Garmat

Bake-On Paint Units • Base Coat/Clear
Coat • Paint Color Matching • Hunter

Alignment System • Tires/Tire
Balancing • Windshields

Let us help you with all your insurance claims!

Over 150 years of combined experience!

Page 8A          Journal Record          Wednesday, November 9, 2016

laughs. 
“Is this a decomposing of

a perspective of society, you
living in a trash can?” she
kidded. 

“It would be so deep, the
kids wouldn’t have fun. They
would be like, ‘Mama, I
don’t know what she’s talk-
ing about.’” 

It is clear with her upbeat
personality that Brown, 30,
will easily relate to her stu-
dents. At the same time,
when she turns serious, it is
clear she has a passion for the
theater that she hopes to
translate by bringing an as-
sortment of plays to area au-
diences. 

Since coming to the col-
lege in August, she has
started the slow process of
building up a theater program
for Bevill students that has
been closed for years. The
use of outside groups using
the Bevill Center for produc-
tions such as “The Nut-
cracker” have only served the
remind the community what
it missed. 

Now, the Bevill Center
stage should start seeing
more productions as Brown
has taken the reins. She
spoke recently about her new
role in her small office to the
right as one enters the Bevill
Center.

Bevill leaders

happy about new

theater program
“I’m very happy and ex-

cited for the
theater pro-
gram. Ms.
Brown will
do a great
job, and I am
looking for
great things
from her,”
said Beth
Roberts, the
H a m i l t o n
Campus di-
rector. “She
is very ener-
getic, en-
couraging,
and excited
about the
program.”

Dr. Larry

Ferguson, the president of the
college, said in August that
Brown’s hiring was part of an
effort “to provide those at-
tributes that makes someone
want to go (to the Hamilton
Campus), not just for the cost
savings,” but because com-
munity-based things are hap-
pening at the college.

Brown has been very ex-
cited and appreciative to be
in Hamilton and pleased how
“freakishly nice”  everyone
has been at Bevill.    

“I’m just really excited to
teach some specialized
courses, courses I’m profi-
cient in and I have certifica-
tions in,” she said, such as
stage combat (techniques to
harmlessly simulate physical
combat on stage), which she
feels the students will enjoy. 

Introduction to 

theater is 

taught for now
She is currently teaching

an introduction to theater
course at Bevill State, con-
centrating on theater appreci-
ation for the moment. 

“It is my hope that I will
be able to teach introduction
to acting classes soon,”
Brown said. “Looking at all
the courses offered through
the Alabama Community
College System, they have a

number of courses they allow
me to teach. You can submit
for more classes but these are
the classes they already have
approved.”

Among those state-ap-
proved courses are theater for
children and dance classes.

“Real fun stuff,” she said.
“I’m like, ‘Yes, let’s get into
that. I’m ready.’ And then
(state officials) are like, ‘Yes,
that’s fun, but we have to
make sure that the students
are filling their fine arts
credit first, then we’ll get into
the fun stuff.’”

Brown starts to tell how
she teaches theater apprecia-
tion, and then just stops.

“I just love it,” she said,

with enthusiastically. “I don’t
just want to overview it. I
want to talk about, to high-
light certain things and then I
make them get up in class
and say, ‘Let’s do it.’”

She would just as soon
move back desks and “do a
lot of movement stuff’ as op-
posed to sitting in desks all
the time, Brown said.

“I’m also using this pro-
gram as a marketing tool,
publicizing the program. I’m
like, ‘Yo, do you really like
this? Are you into this? By
the way, we’re doing a
show,’” she said. 

Brown  plans to recruit
more students into the theater
department with  career fairs,
fliers, and anything in be-
tween--“whatever means
necessary to recruit new stu-
dents is top priority.”

She asked the college’s
electrical instructor who has
experience with the lighting
at the Bevill Center, to take
the class into the ceiling of
that facility for an examina-
tion of the electrical works
there.

“We saw what the lighting
capabilities are and the cables
and how you program the
lighting board,” she said.
“They had hands-on experi-
ence and read a chapter.
“Then I asked, ‘Now, who’s
interested in actually doing
this?’ because, I’m going to
need a lighting crew.” 

Community will

help with some 

aspects of shows
The college has not done

theater in a while, which
means they have to start from
scratch on some areas. For
example, costumes are not
plentiful, but she hoped a col-
laborative effort with the
whole ensemble will address
that need. 

While most of the acting
and other theatrical duties
will be done by the students
to give them the experience,
she hoped to benefit from
some community assistance
for many needs still left to be
filled, ranging from costumes
to sets. 

She described wanting to
create “a labor of love,” a
community event where

By HEIDI
BALMER

Staff Writer, 
and

ED HOWELL
Assistant News Editor

HAMILTON - The new theater instructor for Bevill
State Community College-Hamilton, Japonica Brown
says the Bevill Center presents some challenges for the-
atrical productions. 

Brown was asked to review qualities of the Bevill
Center that have posed challenges for productions over
the years. 

The theater was initially a multi-purpose center, and
Brown feels it certainly “does well in a multi-purpose
sense,” and that past productions even did a good job
temporaryily extending the stage at times. However, she
said the facility does pose some challenges.

For example, she feels the sightline of the audience to
the stage is a problem, as the stage is known for being
raised high. 

“I think the best thing we can do to improve sightline
issues is invest in risers, where we can put the chairs on,
so they can appear to have more of a sense of seating in
a black box, where it kind of goes down in a stadium-like
seating,” Brown said. “Then we can see more of the ac-
tion from different angles and it won’t be such a strain
on the neck.” 

However, it would involve finding collapsible risers
that can be stored, as well as finding where to store them,
she said.

She said she would like to  change out the lights,
which are extremely hot, which was fine for when they
were first installed.

“With LED, lights can do so many different things.
They are energy conservers. You can change the lighting
colorwise from a button. You can program your entire
lighting board from a computer. It is so efficient and you
can do so many cool things,” she said. 

LED lights are expensive, however, and she noted
these are investments.

She also has looked at adding lights to the railing of
the crow’s nest to add more lighting for the floor. 

As for acoustics, she has talked with some electrical
experts about mics.

“The problem is when you step too far downstage, you
are going to get feedback, so we’re trying to work around
that,” she said.

However, she also noted that classic actors from an-
other time were taught to be able to

project their voices long before
amplification, going back to
Grecian actors --with masks
on--speaking on hillsides to

15,000 people at a time. 

By HEIDI BALMER
Staff Writer, and

ED HOWELL
Assistant News Editor

HAMILTON - Japonica
Brown said that while play-
ing in “Funny House of a
Negro,” the end of the play
features a noose on stage, and
that caused some confusion
among audience members.

To create the realistic ef-
fect, a body cast was used.
“They built this life-size fig-
ure of me, painted it my skin
color and put a wig on it,”
Brown recalls. 

One really audience mem-
ber bought into her hanging
scene a little too much.

“A lady had to come up to
check on me to make sure I
wasn’t really dead,” Brown
said. 

Brown, recently hired as
the Bevill State Community
College-Hamilton’s director
of theater arts, is doing just
fine and enjoying the role of
being a theater instructor in
Hamilton. Even the ride be-
fore and after is enjoyable to

her.
Brown, a native of Mo-

bile, commutes 90 minutes
one-way from the Birming-
ham area to Hamilton each
day. She feels it is worth the
drive, noting she has seen
beautiful scenery on U.S. In-
terstate 22. 

“It’s a lot of time for me
and God to talk and look at
the hills,” said Brown, who
attends New Rising Star Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in
Birmingham. 

Brown graduated from
Lefleur Magnet High School
in Mobile in 2004, then
Tougaloo College in Touga-
loo, Miss., in 2008.

Then she moved to
Boston to get her master of
fine arts degree at Brandeis
University. She then taught
theater for a number of years
at Power Academic Perform-
ing Arts Complex in Jackson,
Miss., and, finding her stu-
dents having a catharsis, she
realized she didn’t know the
“safe things to do while peo-
ple were pouring their inner
selves.”

As a result, she then

started working on her third
degree  from Jackson State
University in Jackson, Miss.-
-a specialist degree in coun-
seling, with her thesis
focusing on psychodrama,
the study of theater in drama
form. She still has to defend
her thesis.  

Brown has performed
with the Brandeis University
Theater Company  in a show
entitled, “For Colored Girls
Who Considered Suicide
With The Rainbow,” and on
the TV show “Body of
Proof,” where she played the
nanny. 

‘Body of Proof’  aired on
ABC in 2011, and  took three
to four days to film, Brown
said, noting she was taking
classes at the time in Boston.
It was a challenging role for
her, and she recalls moments
as being “cool and creepy.” 

“I didn’t want to go to the
audition, but the teacher
made me,  and I was the only
black person in the class,”
she said.

Brown also reports strug-
gling to get her accent correct

for the role, as a Jamaican ac-
cent was required.

“I did everything, asked
professors for help, and even
listened to Rhianna tapes,”
she joked, referring to the
singer. 

She was very pleased she
got the part, but admitted it
was a difficult task, and it
was “probably the hardest
thing I’ve done in my ca-
reer.”  

She has also  performed in
shows with a Boston theater
company and in Jackson,
Miss. One of her most chal-
lenging roles included
“Funny House of a Negro,”
which is the story of a schiz-
ophrenic bipolar African-
American woman in the
1950s. 

“She hallucinates she is
white, hates being black,  and
it is a break of the psychosis
of the mind,” Brown notes.”
“Her personalities kill her.”

“The director  wanted to
convey, ‘Is this real or is this
a hallucination?’ in the char-
acter’s apartment,” Brown
recalls.

Network role on instructor’s resume
n Brown’s work stretches from Mississippi to Boston

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Japonica Brown lights up the stage 

Japonica Brown, director of theater arts at Bevill State
Community College-Hamilton, is seen enlightening
audiences with two of her stage performances during
in her earlier acting career. (Left) Brown takes on a
role from “Funny House of a Negro” by Adrienne
Kennedy. (Right) Here she is seen in “The Game of
Love and Chance” by Pierre Carlet De Chamblain de
Marivaux.

ED HOWELL/STAFF

Rehearsing the scene
Japonica Brown, Bevill State Community College-
Hamilton’s new director of theater arts, follows the
script as Dallas Nichols of Hamilton rehearses a
scene at the Bevill Center. 

Theater
continued from front page.

Roberts

Ferguson

Risers, LED lights might
help Bevill Center

See THEATER on page 10A.

Bevill State 

theater instructor

Japonica Brown
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U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces 
they will be completing an Environmental Assessment for the Construction 

of (3) 54’x600’ broiler houses located at 3040 County Hwy 167 Hackleburg, AL.  
The primary objective of the activity is establish a new poultry operation.  

The poultry operation will consist of broilers and will be located on 77 acres of land.  

FSA is accepting comments on the potential effects of the proposed project on protected
resources and the human environment through Dec. 8, 2016.  Information regarding this
project can be reviewed in person at the Lawrence County FSA Office. Comments should

be submitted to Gina Williams, Acting Farm Loan Manager at 13075 Alabama Hwy 157
Suite 3, Moulton, AL 35650 or by email to Gina.Williams@al.usda.gov.
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workers had no trouble with the devices, and the voters liked
them as well. 

Marion County Probate Judge Rocky Ridings, who bought
into the program, was ecstatic. He said the process was so
fast that it created a new problem of too many voters with
ballots, so that the Hamilton poll workers had to add tables
to accommodate them. He said that process went well in a
similar trial that day in Winston County. 

Merrill is wanting to eventually push to have the reusable
technology in all poll places in six years. We think that should
be moved up to four years. Poll workers in Hamilton said had
it not been for the technology, long lines would have resulted
like they did in Winfield on Nov. 8, as the devices were able
to easily handle a large turnout of voters. 

It is exactly the type of service that voters deserve to have
as they quickly want to vote to get back to work, school, tak-
ing care of a relative or whatever activities they have. Each
device and software only costs  $340, and officials can take
advantage of rarely-used funds from the Help America Vote
Act (HAVA) money, referring to the 2002 act that provided
funds and mandates for election technology upgrades after
the 2000 presidential election controversies. 

Officials said that the county has $43,000 in HAVA funds.
That may or may not provide all the funds needed to purchase
the poll books, considering there may be other needs, but the
state and counties need to start taking action to at least phase
in purchase of these devices in time for the 2018 election.

Merrill, Ridings and the poll workers in Hamilton should
be commended for introducing something to local voters that
should truly benefit them in upcoming elections. 

Opening act 
for theater program

It has been a long time since we have seen a theater arts
program at Bevill State Community College-Hamilton, but
we have been happy to recently see Japonica Brown intro-
duced as the head of that new pro-
gram. 

Brown has a solid theater back-
ground, and has even acted on an
ABC television series, “Body of
Proof,” as well as taught theater. She
has a wonderful personality and has
been working to find a way to create
a serious theater program that can en-
rich and instruct students who are se-
riously interested in theater work. 

For that matter, in replying to ques-
tions from the Journal Record, she
has brought up issues that concern
long-known defects of the Bevill Center, including the high
level of the stage, the outdated lighting, lack of costumes,
acoustics and so on. Obtaining energy-efficient lighting and
finding risers so that audiences do not have to have neck
strain to look up at the stage are interesting ideas that should
be looked into, even if for long-term solutions. (It may even
be possible to put risers on the ground floor to do a theater-
in-the-round, as seating is movable in the center anyway.) 

We have also seen her put a couple of student actors
through the paces in a rehearsal for a one-act scene, and we
are confident that she will be able to connect to our students
and give them confidence to put on a performance.

Of course, enriching our students is not the only goal. This
not only brings prestige to the college, but it also encourages
performances that brings people to watch performances,
which also encourages the spending of tourism dollars. We
got a taste of how that affects an area when “The Nutcracker”
was performed, and we think everyone can benefit by encour-
aging the stage arts to be reintroduced in a major program. 

We welcome Brown and the program, and we congratulate
Bevill State and its officials in taking this step to enrich the
arts and elevate the college another level to become more of
a full-fledged campus that addresses the full quality of life
for its students and the surrounding community. 

Donald J. Trump’s elec-
tion to the presidency left the
pollsters and pundits from
every media outlet and news
network with egg on their
face. It also left them with
their mouths ajar in shock.

Every poll and every pun-
dit had Hillary Clinton win-
ning the presidency. It was
assumed that the Electoral
College advantage for a lib-
eral Democrat was impreg-
nable. Trump’s amazing
surprise victory will be
recorded as one of the biggest upsets in modern political

history. It will be compared
to and was very similar to the
upset victory that Harry Tru-
man pulled off against
Thomas Dewey in 1948.

There are uncanny simi-
larities between the Truman
come from behind victory
and the Trump win. All polls
showed Truman losing.
However, in the final weeks
of the campaign, Truman was
bringing out large crowds as

Views continued from page 4A.

Brown

administration with a third
term, if you will. (Truman
after Roosevelt, Bush after
Reagan, etc.) This election
will insure that legacy will
not happen, and could, in
fact, be dismantled in some
major (if not all) areas, par-
ticularly healthcare.

I will say that both Trump
and Clinton were said to have
struck a conciliatory tone in
their post-election speeches,
parts of which I saw. We can
all hope that we can heal, but
that remains to be seen. 

Certainly, we will see if
some of the officials who
keep arm’s length from
Trump can heal their rela-
tionships. I particularly am
thinking of House Speaker
Paul Ryan, although early
signs are pointing to the pos-
sibility they are patching up
differences. (Others on the
Hill who kept away are now
embracing Trump, knowing
where the bread is buttered.) 

However, with a Republi-
can in the White House, both
chambers, with slim small
majorities of Republicans,
won’t have to worry as much
about overriding majorities--
although the self-imposed
Senate rule to have 60 to
close down cloture could still
give some problems. 

And then comes the day
Trump starts dictating to
them, and then they may
want to stall bills. If he learns
to negotiate with them, it
might work, but I still am
concerned that this is a man
who is used to being sur-
rounded by “yes” men. Still,
there is great expectations for
killing Obamacare, tax re-
form, revising trade deals,
boosting defense spending,
cutting regulations and possi-
bly even passing a bipartisan
infrastructure bill, among
other items. 

It will all be in the attitude
and relationship that comes
about, something that will be
all new to Trump, despite
what you hear about him
being a great business nego-
tiator. Business is not govern-
ment, and The Donald could
find that out in a rude awak-
ening. (The New York Times
reported he didn’t really have
that many New York govern-
ment relationships while con-
ducting business in New
York.) 

By the way, we should all
look to see how U.S. Sen.
Jeff Sessions is treated by the
Trump Administration.
Trump and others acknowl-
edged Sessions was very

helpful to Trump at critical
moments. If Sessions doesn’t
get a plum assignment that he
would like, he should feel
disrespected, but as a top
transition team member, I
suspect he will get a good ap-
pointment. 

Of course, Hillary Clinton
gave up a Senate seat that she
thrived in to take up at the
State Department, and you
see how that wound up.
Sometimes it is best to stick
to your best subject, and
some are even advising he
stay put. 

As for the local level, we
come to the district attorney’s
race. It is always sad to see an
official who has been in of-
fice for a while turned out,
and Democratic incumbent
Jack Bostick is no exception.
I’m sure he has done a lot of
fine work as district attorney. 

However, I don’t know
that Bostick had ever really
had to deal with a contested
election before, and he
waited all too late to get good
and earnest about this cam-
paign. That’s not just me say-
ing that, but the view of
several political people I
have talked to. I don’t know
if maybe his connections in
general were too fragmented. 

The victor, Republican
Scott Slatton, started much
earlier and his camp made
ties early on with the Marion
County Republican Party,
which seemed to favor him.
Moreover, the state party, we
now know, was helping in
ways ranging from polling to
advertising. 

Frankly, I don’t know that
the Alabama Democratic
Party is  enough of a presence
to help anyone these days, as
it is in such limbo that at least
one state legislator asked be-
fore the election for the top
party bosses to resign. Bo-
stick confirmed the party did
not help with polling, and I
don’t recall seeing any
mailout material. 

In the end, even with a
majority poll number for
Slatton from the state GOP
poll, it was still shocking at
the courthouse to see Bo-
stick’s numbers. He lost
every box except in his home
box of Winfield, and that was
a almost a virtual tie that
gained no ground for him.
Slatton, a Winston County
native, won by 75 percent
over Marion and Winston
counties--83 percent in Win-
ston County. 

But it was a convincing
win for Slatton, who will be
quite a treasured asset for the
local Republicans--but who
also has to make good with
several high-profile murder

cases coming up, including
the Jimmy Cooper case in-
volving the shootings in
downtown Hamilton. I would
not want that on my shoul-
ders, but he had to know
what he was asking for. 

Republicans, in general,
have to be crowing about
their position, as they con-
tinue to grow. In 2012 the
GOP had 3,137 straight-
ticket votes in the county,
versus 1,178 for the Democ-
rats. On Nov. 8, Republicans
here cast 4,838 straight-party
ballots, versus 839 for the
Democrats. And the Democ-
rats practically have no one at
the gate to stop the stampede.

Consider that sheriff
Kevin Williams, revenue
commissioner Barbara
Cooper, four Marion County
Commission members
(Eddie Byrd, Bob Burleson,
Mike Davis and Kenny Jack-
son), and two members of the
Marion County Board of Ed-
ucation  (Jim Atkinson and
Beverly Burleson) are left as
Democrats. That’s it, as far as
I can tell. 

I can imagine enormous
pressure will be on these peo-
ple to change parties--that is,
the ones who don’t retire, and
I suspect some will, from ill
health, retirement or just pure
reading of the tea leaves.
Some won’t, I suspect, but I
will say I have always sus-
pected if you were a sitting
Democratic official with a
known name, you could ride
it out on the local level with
good will. Bostick’s defeat
harkens back to the old song,
“It’s Ain’t Necessarily So.” 

Some will say, oh, it does-
n’t matter concerning their
job which party they are
with. Well, that’s true on a
day-to-day matter. But party
organizations help to get you
to re-election. I think that les-
son might be learned from
this election. And the De-
mocrats have got to reorgan-
ize if they have a chance in
the state, in the area and in
the county to stay halfway vi-
able. 

And, another winner
emerged from the election:
Secretary of State John Mer-
rill and the electronic poll
books. Walking up to vote, I
handed over my driver’s li-
cense, which was placed be-
hind the tablet, and like that
my identity showed up, and I
was already signing my name
and getting the ballot. 

Everyone was shocked
how fast and easy the system
worked, and particularly how
older poll workers and even
voters themselves took to the
devices. All your technologi-
cal  worst fears gave way to

a tech nerd’s dream of
Utopia. 

It is a good moment for
Probate Judge Rocky Rid-
ings, who pushed to partici-
pate in the pilot program, but
it was also good for Merrill,
who is pushing for devices
everywhere in six years--and
some speculate, he will run
for another position in a few
years. 

Finally, the voters should
be saluted. They showed up
in droves, in an orderly fash-
ion, and exercised their voice
in democracy. It was, after a
wild, angry year, a quiet end
to a tumultuous year--but
much work still needs to be
done. 

To show you how the
mood of the public has been
this election season, I got an
anonymous email recently at
the office: 

“Just wanted to let Ed
Howell know that Democrats
still rig and vote dead people.
Ed is a bluedog Democrat
and just like Hillary (the
criminal) will stop at nothing
to get in office.”

I’m glad someone told me
I was a Democrat. All those
years I’ve voted Republican,
and I never knew who I was.
(And if I’m supposed to be
running for office at all cost,
I’ve really been doing it
wrong.) 

For the record, I was sup-
porting Republicans even as
a child, pulling for Nixon
when I was 9 and Ford when
I was 13. (In my youth, I
would post primary sched-
ules on the bulletin board in
my room.) I supported Rea-
gan both times. 

I voted for Marco Rubio
in the primary this year, and
I wrote in his name on Nov.
8 out of disgust for the candi-
dates we ended with. I have
not moved. The party appar-
ently has, and is full of peo-
ple who like to shout without
thinking. 

It seems to be a trend
among Democrats, too. No-
body wants to think, only to
shout and get away with what
they can, and defame other
people. I am a man without a
party and, in a sense, without
a nation. 

Judging from reactions I
have heard to my columns
and from what I’ve heard
elsewhere in national cover-
age, I don’t think I am alone.
We have to make our politi-
cal system work again, or we
are in real trouble. I can hope
the quiet, dignified way we
went to the polls, and the dig-
nity that the two candidates
showed the day after, are a
good sign that maybe we can
make it work again. 

Howell
continued from page 4A.

Trump’s upset on
level with 1948

n Sessions pick would result in
scramble for Bentley appointment

Steve 

Flowers
Columnist

See FLOWERS on page 6A.
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It’s beginning to look a lot like . . . 
With the upcoming holiday season almost in full swing and shoppers beginning to
seek those precious gifts for that special friend or family member, the Winfield
Street and Sanitation Department has been busy hanging Christmas banners and
installing large Christmas wreaths from the period lighting in the downtown district.
Shown performing the task on Wednesday, Nov. 16, are (from left) Ronnie Feltman
and Jeff Vickery.

By TRACY ESTES
News Editor

WINFIELD - Having voted against the meas-
ure during its first meeting as a new council, the
Winfield City Council will consider backing a
bank note for a local business.

If approved, the agreement with the bank
would be in the amount of $350,000.

Following lengthy discussion at the council
meeting held on Tuesday, Nov. 15, the council has
agreed to review the recent financial aid request
pending more information from a local bank.

Winfield Rubber owner Frank Hollingsworth
is asking the council to sign a bank loan with his
company in order to qualify for a lower interest
rate on the agreement.

In return for the city’s good faith backing, the

owner will back most of the note with his own liq-
uid assets, including certificates of deposits,
money market accounts and cash value from life
insurance policies.

Having watched the previous administration suf-
fer public embarrassment from a bank agreement
for the Sterling RV project which resulted in that
company’s owner walking away from his commit-
ment, the new council is exercising caution with

this latest request.
The original request for the backing was intro-

duced to the city council at its first meeting on
Monday, Nov. 7--just a few minutes after the
council had been sworn into office.

That request was rejected by the council. Only
eight days later, the issue was back before the gov-

WINFIELD COUNCIL

Council ponders aid for Winfield Rubber
n Owner’s liquid assets would cover majority of note

n Rainfall total only
1.08’’ since Aug. 1

By TRACY ESTES
News Editor

There might have been a slight pause
among residents as students headed off to the
local schoolhouse and parents walked out the
door to work on Tuesday, Nov. 15.

A strange sound, coupled with an unusual

sight, was seen. For only the second time in 56
days: light rain falling in various parts of Mar-
ion County.

There were no reports of dancing in the
streets nor was the rainfall enough to squash
the extensive drought the state is now experi-
encing, but the precipitation was still wel-
comed all the same.

According to officials at the Auburn Uni-
versity Upper Coastal Plain Research Center,
0.03 inches of rain was measured at the Win-
field site at 7 a.m. on Tuesday.

This marked the first rain since the 0.07

inches of rain was measured at the site back on
Oct. 21.

Another 0.13 inches fell on Tuesday shortly
after the 7 a.m. reading at the facility. with this
measurement coming at 7 a.m. on Wednesday.

The second light rain for the week pushed
the total to 0.16 inches for the month.

Entering this week, that small rain event on
Oct. 21 had been the only rainfall since Sept.
20. Now since Sept. 20, the Winfield area has

COURTESY/ALLIE GILMER-JUST AS I AM PHOTOGRAPHY

Loreanna McKinney is 

crowned new Miss Hamilton

Loreanna McKinney, 20, Winfield, was crowned as the new
Miss Hamilton 2017 during the annual pageant held at the
Bevill Center on Sunday, Nov. 13. McKinney, a 2015 gradu-
ate of Winfield City High School, is the daughter of David
and Michelle McKinney, Winfield. A sophomore at Bevill
State Community College-Hamilton, McKinney plans to have
a career in education. For her talent in the Miss Hamilton
Pageant, McKinney sang “Part of Your World” from Disney’s
“Little Mermaid.” For more coverage, please see page 2.
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HAMILTON  - Loreanna
McKinney, 20, Winfield, was
crowned as the new Miss
Hamilton 2017 during the an-
nual pageant held on Sunday,
Nov. 13.

Chandler Mordecai,
Miss Hamilton
2016, crowned
McKinney during
the pageant, held at
the Bevill Center on
the Hamilton Cam-
pus of Bevill State
Community College. 

Kourtney Wells of Win-
field was named the first run-
nerup, while the second
runnerup was Emma Beth

Dorris of Haleyville. 
Also, Valarie Robertson

was crowned Miss Hamil-
ton’s Outstanding Teen,
while Olivia Frederick of
Hamilton was named first al-
ternate. 

McKinney, 20, a 2015
graduate of Winfield City

High School, is the daugh-
ter of David and
Michelle McKin-
ney of Winfield.
She has a brother,

Luke, a 16-year-
old freshman at

Winfield High. 
A sophomore at Bevill

State in Hamilton, McKinney
is the president of the Student
Government Association and
is Phi Theta Kappa vice pres-
ident of scholarship. 

McKinney is majoring in
elementary education at
Bevill and plans to earn her
teaching degree at the Uni-
versity of North Alabama in
Florence, after which she will

COURTESY/ALLIE GILMER-JUST AS I AM PHOTOGRAPHY

Miss Alabama and the Rising Stars
Miss Alabama Hayley Barber poses with the Rising Stars. Shown with Barber
are (front row, from left) Ally Tidwell, Hadley Cate Peterson, Anna Claire Tid-
well, Bella Timmons, Lillyann Yielding, Blakeney Tibbs, (second row, same
order) Emma Dudley, 2017 Rising Star Gracie Sanderson, Barber, 2016 Ris-
ing Star Maggie Harbor, Cailey Roberts and Kayla King.

COURTESY/ALLIE GILMER JUST AS I AM PHOTOGRAPHY

Miss Hamilton finalists

The 2017 edition of the Miss Hamilton Pageant was held on Sunday after-
noon, Nov. 13, in the Bevill Center’s Auditorium on the Hamilton Campus of
Bevill State Community College. The winners in the Miss Hamilton portion
of the pageant were (from left) first runnerup Kourtney Wells, Miss Hamilton

2017 Loreanna McKin-
ney, Miss Alabama
2016 Hayley Barber and
second runnerup Emma
Beth Dorris.

COURTESY/ALLIE GILMER JUST AS I AM PHOTOGRAPHY

Rising young women featured at pageant

A number of rising young women in the state and community were a part of
the Miss Hamilton Pageant on Sunday, Nov. 13. Shown at the Bevill Center
that day are (from left) Loreanna McKinney, Rising Star 2017 Gracie Sander-
son, Miss Alabama 2016 Hayley Barber and Miss Hamilton’s Outstanding
Teen 2017 Valarie Robertson. 

COURTESY/ALLIE GILMER-JUST AS I AM PHOTOGRAPHY

Robertson named 

Miss Hamilton’s Outstanding Teen

Valarie Robertson (left) was named Miss Hamil-
ton’s Outstanding Teen 2017. She is shown with
first alternate Olivia Frederick. These winners were
announced  at the Miss Hamilton Pageant, held at
the Bevill Center in Hamilton on Sunday, Nov. 13. 
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Daphne Hendrix, lean operations
manager at 3M in Guin, speaks at a
display of the plant’s pavement mark-
ings. 

Artist Missy Miles of Organic Vessels
Studio in Hamilton shows off some of
her works. 

ED HOWELL/STAFF

Bevill State hosts career fair, reality check

Bevill State Community College-Hamilton, partnering with the C3 of North-
west Alabama Economic Development Alliance, hosted its annual C3 Career
Fair and Reality Check for high school juniors on Friday, Oct. 28. Students
came from most of the local high schools in Marion County, allowing them to
speak to business and industry leaders and departments from Bevill State,
about real world conditions and what to expect from certain jobs and educa-
tional opportunities. They also toured a Reality Check area, where they used
average salaries for the jobs they were leaning toward and saw how far those
salaries would go in real life, using realistic prices for items ranging from
housing to groceries. (Top photo) High school students receive makeovers
from Bevill State cosmetology students.

At the Reality Check, one student looks to get a job from Bevill State instruc-
tor Ben Franklin (left photo), while another checks for prices of groceries at
a retail store. 

Journal Record Managing Editor Les Walters (left) and one of his former
employees, Shane Herrmann, who is now the associate sports Information
director for the University of North Alabama in Florence, talk to students. 

Bevill State machine tool and dye instructor Prentice Howell talks about tech-
nical studies with students. 

These Hamilton students check out a device to measure depth perception. 
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Police: 14 
fatalities in 
state during
Thanksgiving
weekend
BIRMINGHAM

(AP) — Alabama
State Troopers re-
ported an increase
in traffic fatalities
during this year’s
five-day Thanksgiv-
ing travel period
when compared to
the same period last
year.
From 12:01 a.m.

Wednesday until
Sunday at midnight,
troopers investi-
gated 14 traffic
deaths compared to
10 deaths during
the 2015 Thanksgiv-
ing weekend.
Fatal crashes oc-

curred in Baldwin,
Calhoun, Choctaw,
Cleburne, Coosa,
Cullman, Lime-
stone, Macon, Mar-
shall, Mobile,
Monroe, Shelby and
Tuscaloosa coun-
ties.
The 2016 deaths

include a 12-year-
old riding an ATV
without a helmet
and a motorcyclist
who was using a
helmet. 
Troopers said only

seven of the victims
were wearing seat
belts.

Magdalene “Mag/
Maggie” Booth, 90 

Henry Edgil Jr., 78, Jasper
Zula Jane Dudley, 94,

Jasper
Christian Chaz Smithson,

28, Jasper
Ed H. Stupek, 97, Jasper

Reginald Harris, 61, Parrish
Brenda Joyce Dunham

Glass, 73, Linden
Carrie Frances Huffstutler

Whitaker, 76

Full obituaries / A2

5-day forecast / A2

High
64

Low
36

Business.................B1
Classifieds..............B6
Comics....................A9
Dear Abby...............A9
Horoscope..............A9
Opinion...................A6
Sports.....................A7

Two sections, 18 pages

Check 
out our

Facebook
page at

Jasper Daily Mountain Eagle
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Brazilian soccer
team’s plane crashes
in Colombia; 71 dead
LA UNION, Colombia (AP)

— A chartered plane carrying
a Brazilian soccer team to the
biggest match in its history
crashed into a Colombian hill-
side and broke into pieces,
killing 71 people and leaving
six survivors, officials said
Tuesday. / A2

WALKER COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT

Jasper
man on
trial for
murder

By JAMES PHILLIPS
Daily Mountain Eagle

Opening statements were held
Tuesday at the Walker County
Courthouse in the trial of a Jasper
man charged with murder in the
2011 death of his 6-year-old daugh-
ter.

Adam Heath Allred, 35, is charged
with murder and first-degree as-
sault related to an automobile acci-
dent on Oct. 24, 2011, that left his
6-year-old daughter dead and his 2-
year-old son severely injured. Pros-
ecutors contend Allred was under
the influence of several drugs at the
time of the accident.

“We believe the evidence will
show that the defendant acted reck-
lessly, causing the death of his
daughter and serious injury to his
son,” Walker County District Attor-
ney Bill Adair told jurors during his
opening statements. “He acted with
extreme indifference to the value of
human life, and I expect the evi-
dence is going to prove that to you.”

The fatal accident took place

Prosecution: Father under
influence, reckless in 2011
crash that killed daughter

Jessica Tezak/Knoxville News Sentinel via AP 

Fire erupts on both side of Highway 441 between Gatlinburg and Pigeon Forge, Tenn., Mon-
day. In Gatlinburg, smoke and fire caused the mandatory evacuation of downtown and sur-
rounding areas, according to the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency.  

Forecasters: More rain headed to drought-plagued state
BIRMINGHAM (AP) —

Storms have dumped as much as
5 inches of rain on parts of Ala-
bama and more precipitation is
forecast, possibly marking the be-
ginning of the end of a weekslong
drought, forecasters said Tues-
day.

The heaviest rains fell near the

center of the state, where about 5
inches of rain came down quickly.
Precipitation totals of more than
2 inches were common through-
out central Alabama late Monday
and early Tuesday.

Nearly all of north Alabama
got at least 1 inch of rain. Precip-
itation totals were lowest in

south Alabama, with less than an
inch in Mobile and just a trace in
Troy.

Some areas hadn’t had meas-
urable rain in more than two
months, and the rain knocked
down weeks of dust. It also

‘It was time to
get out of there’

3 killed after wildfires 
scorch tourist area in Tennessee / A3

By JENNIFER COHRON 
and LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

Two local families were among the thousands caught
up in the wildfire that swept through Gatlinburg and Pi-
geon Forge this week.

The Dora High School band also cancelled its scheduled
performance at Gatlinburg’s 41st annual Fantasy of
Lights Christmas Parade on Friday.

Alice Oates and her husband were eating lunch at The
Apple Barn on Monday when someone walked in and an-
nounced that the schools in Gatlinburg had been evacu-
ated.

“We knew then that we had to go. It was time to get out
of there,” said Oates, whose family of 11 has spent
Thanksgiving in the same chalet on top of Ski Mountain
for the past 10 years.

After spending six idyllic days in the mountains, the
Oates’ children drove home on Sunday shortly after the
smoke from the wildfire first appeared.

“We could smell it, but it wasn’t to the point that we felt
like we were in danger. We knew it was a distance away.
We didn’t see any flames,” Oates said.

By the time she and her husband were packing up the

Photo courtesy fo Alice Manning

Alice Manning took this photo of the
woods outside the cabin her family was
staying in in Gatlinburg this week. Man-
ning and her family were forced to
evacuate because of a wildfire that dev-
astated parts of the Smoky Mountains. 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ron Harris

Final rehearsals were held Monday night for this year’s presentation of Handel’s ‘Messiah.’
The Walker County Christian Chorus, under the direction of Dr. John Stallsmith, will perform
Handel’s ‘Messiah’ Monday beginning at 7 p.m. at Jasper’s First Baptist Church. The Chorus
will be accompanied by members of the Alabama Symphony Orchestra. Bevill State Music
Department's Chapel Children will also perform. The concert is free.

DORA 
CITY COUNCIL 

Council votes 
to give city
workers pay hike
By LEA RIZZO
Daily Mountain Eagle

DORA — The Dora City Council
voted Monday night to give city em-
ployees a 40-cent per hour raise.

“Two years ago, we gave every-
body a raise. Before that, I think it’d
been around four years since all the
employees had gotten a raise,”
Mayor Randy Stephens said when
he presented the proposal to the
council.

He added that the 40 cent raise
for all hourly employees is a larger

‘MESSIAH’ PERFORMANCE SET FOR MONDAY
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